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they invariably made the welkin ring with their cries and lamentations, and as soon as the axe had fallen, darted to the scaffold to stanch the flow of blood with their handkerchiefs, all of which was highly improper.
" Gentlemen," said the Queen, " I will promise for my servants that they will do none of these things which your honors fear. Alas! poor creatures! they will be very glad to bid me adieu, and I trust that your mistress, a queen and a virgin, and therefore keenly alive to the honor of her sex, gave you no such restricted commission that you are not empowered to grant me the trifling concession that I ask; especially," she added, with a most sorrowful accent, "as some little respect should be shown to my rank. For I am the cousin of your Queen, grand-daughter of Henry VII., Queen Dowager of France and anointed Queen of Scotland."
The Lords thereupon conferred again for a moment, and ended by granting her request. Two guards at once went up to fetch the persons named.
Mary went on toward the main hall, supported by two of Sir Amyas Paulet's suite, accompanied and followed by the Earls and gentlemen, the Sheriff leading the procession, and Sir Andrew Melville carrying her train.
Her toilette, upon which, as we have said, she had bestowed all the care that she had it in her power to do, consisted of a head-dress of fine cambric, trimmed with lace, with a lace veil thrown back over her shoulder and falling to the floor; a mantle of black satin, lined with blaok taffeta and trimmed in front with sable, with a long train, and flowing sleeves which hung down almost to the floor; the buttons were of jet in the shape of acorns and surrounded with small pearls; the collar was cut & I'ltalienne* She wore a doublet of black-figured